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ehind an adobe privacy wall, through a
carved green wooden gate, past giant siver leaf
poplars, a one hundred year old adobe farmhouse
shefters a genteel fife of self expression. Hidden
less than a mile from the Taos Plaza, Sandra and
Max Hulse have created a work of art — their home.
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&&| love it all.
If you only
acquire things
you really love,
when you put
themn together,
they will work.
And, the results
will express the
personality of
the peanle wha

LRSS L

live there. 3%

Sandra Hulse
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Like many cther artists, the Hulse's moved to Taos for inspiration and mapie
from the hectic business world of Dallas, Houston and San Antonio, Soon
afier manying in 1873, they bought their first New Mexico hideaway in
Sartta Fe. As the town became mom crowded, they craved a queter place,
Sandra was tred from over 20 years creating her soughtafier appliquéd
wall hangings. In the early TOs, she launched her art into a business when
Foger Rastach, an imomaticraly known archictiural designer based in
Houston, armangec! her first show e the opening of Houston's new Prudentil
Building. Sandra was an instant sucoess when the Houston Chronicle wiapped
its Christmas edition in a photo of her “Madonna” wall hanging. She was so
busy that she hired shillad hand-sewing assistants from around the wordd. Whean
resady to cosa the business, i book bwo years, &5 she and Me wers delermind
that all her helpers would find appropriate work before she quit

As she pined for rest and a simpler e, Sandra fondly recalled childhood
vacations with her fiyfishenman Fther i and amund Taos. Since they aheady
had friends hesm, cne day she simply said, "M, let's sell our Santa Fe house
and move ta Taos" He agrmed.

property, the ho. muchio oakat I ik
theee-room adobe with @ bam next 1o i, but they fell in love with e spectacular
wista of the mountains. She knew it could be tumed into a wonderful sanchuary
o fve, paint and relax. “Most of al” Sandrm ecalled, *Trees as the most preciols
ccommodiy on a piece of land, K's why we bought this place.”

In 1980, whan the mmodaiing bagan, Max was busy wih he successful
businesses. Sandra moved in and oversaw the construdiion project for bwo
yoars. She confided, *| didn't dare leave, | knew crucial decisions would have to
b made, and | had 1o be orsite every day” When not supervising, she workad
‘on her art and developed her distinctive il painting style.

When they seaw th
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The Hulses wanted to create a home that is a joyful celebrration of
e and art. Sancia ammed herself with dreawings by her Tacos good
friand, Joan Hughston, who daveloped the adedion. Than shhe hired
local contractors, & husband and wile feam, Luis and Obviai Reyes.
They could do almost everything. There were no real archiilectural
blueprints, but stll they proceeded. They redid the eleciriical and
plumbing and put the heating in the bassboard using watnrinfusion
1o alleviate the dryress. They it the origial house pretty mruch as
& was, but the bam had to be redone. Sandm bughed, "L pstairs,
you could stand under the maf and push up and sea cdayight.
We had a lot o do.”

Behind the original house and connecting to the bam, the couple
addad a lge open greatoom with tal, wostory windiows to
Shaiess e o Tass Ioit Thay irendsd the 1 168 thee
studia, and the scenary has cartaink been a pimary influsence in
Max's own artwork. Once finished, they loved the room sco mwuch,
1 evolved info an open concept lving, dining and erertzainment
space. Now I has bacoma the hub of their lives, so they am
considerng adding a new studia Cumently, they set up) easels
whensver they feel ke painting any place in the house cor yard.
Sandra has a canvas in progress in the kitchen She is paiining a
5 o of 2 Mexican trastero filsd with hand painted polisiry from
Cepaca. She says, 1 collect wonderful creations, and | cdecded
| would just stat paning eventhing | lve and see whem
it takes ma.”
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The home's entrance sets the tone thet continues throughout. The exterior
doubla doors am geen, and a faux arch abova the doors is splashad with brght
fiowers, Inside, the same gmeen ties together an edectic colledtion of art and
furnishings. A charming itle bedroom feahures green double doors with bars in
ity square windows. She says her grandchidren dubbed it the jail om, and
when visiting, #'s their favorie,

Entering the main ving room, one is immediately struck by the lrge medieval
shyia freplace featuing a mantel adomed with driad flower garlands. Sandra
revzalad that she ofiginally decorated for a “Day of the Dead” party and enjoyed
the amangement so much thet & became a permanant altar. The fireplace was
suggested and found by her friend, Rashach, at an architectural rscovery house
in Houston. Above the fireplace hangs one of her famous appliqués, a group of
angals watching over tha Madonna and child, surmundad by adaring paasants.
Sandra's artistio style is heavily influanced by Maxican cultune, and her works ans
filled with Christian images.

While decorating the rooms, Sandra was inspired by Mexican festvals. Fod
flowers, tradiionally Lsed in celebrations, bloorm year round throughout the house.
The burst of color confrasts with the snowy winter and dalights you ke a child's
birthday party. Tm fascinated with festivals. They are so joyous,” Sandra seid, ‘|
wartad to memaate that aaling evary day” Soma primitive fumiture piaces an also
from Mescico, whiks others of similar style were bought locally,

It i striing that sha has a French provincial sota purchasaed fromitha John Young
Hunter estabe in the lower Cafidn area. Discussing this departurs in style and what
she loves most in her houss, she expresses her working phiosophy, 1 love it all.
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you enly acquine things you reslly love, when you put them together, they will werk.
And, tha rasuts will exprass the parsonality of the pacpla who e tham”

The house welcomes guests, insde and oul. A long simple banquet tahis
evokes memories of happy parties and family gatharings: it is a replica of one she
has in her Texas home made by a Russian craftsman. She loved it so much that
£ha had a sscond one mada.

In the back yard, afiar you recover from the stunning beauty of the mountain
landscape, you ane drawn 1o the waterfall designed by Joe Howell who works with
Bob Lovelace The watar flows gently over rocks into a pond. In the winter, it's only
atrickle as the snow melts in the aflermoon warmih. But in tha summer, it a cool
respite from the briliant New Mexico sun. To the right of the pond, a St. Francis
statue sananaty holds a bouquat of red rosas as ha watchas over the gardan.

In addition to other artists, the home proudly displays their gited family's work,
Sancira, M, their daughter Elizabath Steving and Sandra's mother MNelda Freaza,
ore al artists. Sandra has served on the board of the Taos Art Museurn and
Fachin House, and Max on the Milicent Rogers Mussum board. To gve back
to the community they love, the couple often open their doors to bring togather
artists and patrons. This affords them an opportunity to share their joyful home set
inthe natural beauty they ame determinad to prasarse,

Other than an occasional family show at various locations around town including
the Traiing Pt restaurant, attencing one of hair gatherings is almat the enlyway
o anjoy their art in Tacs. This truly s their creative sanctuary, and awork of art in
it o rigght. [
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realtor profile

The Lora Company:
A five-star real estate experience

Story by Sandy Penny/Photo by Megan Avina

’:)n;r to founding The Lora Company, Peter and Amanda Lora
spent many years in the hospitality industry. They began their
working relationship in 1990 at the fivestar Kiawah Island
Resort cutside of Charleston, South Carolina. The philosophy of
luxury service is a carry-over from that phase of their careers,
and it is what sets them apart from many other Taos real
estate companies.

Peter Lora says, “We try to think like a customer.”

Amanda Lora adds, “Good communication is critical. Clients
appreciate that we listen and show them what they want,
not what we want.”

The Lora Company agents put the customer first, and like
the fivestar hotels the owners have been associated with, pay
attention to the details. Customers get the best possible
experience. The focus is on building long-term relationships.

The warm, friendly, homelike office offers a comfortable
but professional environment for customers to learn about Taos
real estate. Educating people about their property investment
is primary to the Lora group. There is so much to know about
buying in Northern New Mexico, and pecple from other
areas of the country may be unfamiliar with important details.

According to The Lora Company, the top five considerations
in a Taos real estate purchase are: 1) Design and construction
strategies, such as heating and cooling. 2) Energy-efficiency
and environmental issues. 3) Sensitivity to Taos’s history and
multicultural community. 4) Water issues, such as liquid waste
disposal regulations. 5) The importance of title insurance and
understanding all things affecting a property’s title.

In addition to Peter and Amanda Lora, the company includes
Brandon Rose, who joined the team two years ago. He is a fully
licensed Realtor who handles many administrative functions, in
addition to listing and selling property.

“Taos has alot to offer, and as a real estate agent, I get to share
with new people all the amazing things I have discovered about
the town and the surrounding area,” Brandoen said. ‘T also have
a great deal of flexibility to enjoy the outdoors that I love. It's all
about lifestyle for me and our clients.”
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&8 Good communication is critical.
Clients appreciate that we listen
and show them what they want,

not what we want.**

-Amanda Lora

‘The Loras also love the natural environment of Taos. They
live in an old adobe they renovated and now share with their two
dogs, a cat, a llama and a dozen chickens.

Besides working and enjoying life in Taos, they give back tothe
community. Amanda is past president of the Taos Rotary Club and
the Garden Club of Taos, plus a regular volunteer at Holy Cross
Hospital. Peter serves onthe professional standards committee of
the Santa Fe Association of Realtors, and has been on the board of
directors of the Taos County Association of Realtors and Habitat
for Humanity of Taos.

‘There is always something new to learn and deal with in real
estate, and a good realtor will be aware and knowledgeable of
local challenges. The Lora Company’s five-star service ensures
that no question goes unanswered, no detail is too small on
the way to a successful property purchase.

The Lora Company, 225 Kit Carson Road, Taos(575) 7583275

1@ ol 7

.com Web: T com

E-mail:
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L & G Interiors | Turning Ordinary Into Extraordmary

QUESTIONS

Interview by Sandy Penny
Photo by Megan Avina

How would you describe L&G Interiors

to those who have never seen it?

We are New Mexico's premier interior showroom speciak
izing in kitchens, baths, flooring, appliances, and contractor
supplies. We feature products in all price ranges from, entry
level to top of the line designer.

H What makes your store unique as a

building supplier?

Our expertise in the industry. With years as a building con-
tractor, Scott's knowledge of all aspects of the construction
process makes him a valuable resource for anyone building
a home or doing small to large remodeling or repair projects.
We also know the manufacturing process for our lines and
can explain the differences in entrylevel, midrange and high-
end products. We can get just about anything a customer
wants through our partnerships with suppliers.

How do your prices compare with the

big chains?

When you factor in the cost of driving to Santa Fe or Albuquer-
que, spending a day off the job site and lost man hours, our
prices are more than competitive. We can usually offer custom-
ers something affordable that will work well for them.

Can't buyers save a lot of money on a big
project by joining a price club?

The up front buy-in is thousands of dollars, and once you're
locked into the club, you may find their prices are not that
great. Also, they may not offer everything you need, and you
could end up having to buy from multiple sources. We're very
aggressive with discounts, especially for an entire project, but
also on individual items.

H How do you work with a client who is starting
from the ground up?

We encourage the homeowner to bring in their blueprint so
we can go through the whole house plan with them, or we can
work with their builder.

@ Where do you start on a building project?

We guide customers down the list of items needed first, like
plumbing, valves in the walls, lighting, fans, etc. Sormetimes
we work with a customer for a year or more until the project
is completed.

What do people typically come in to buy?

We carry everything from flooring and tile-setting materials
to thinsets, grouis, caulks and waterproofing membranes.
We can get whatever you need.

E What water or energy saving products

do you carry?

We offer new Toto water saving eco toilets that use 1.28
gallons of water instead of the federally mandated 1.6. We
carry dual flush toilets that use less water for liquids than
solids, water conserving shower heads and fuel-saving on-
demand water heaters. Something new is arriving every day.

El What about green products that earn

you LEEDs points?

It's just now really in the spotlight. There are beautiful coun-
tertops made of recycled cement and glass, waterbased
adhesives and sealers, insulated bathtubs that hold the heat
better. There are also humidifiers to lower heat bills, and we
can use National Testing Labs to test your water to determine
the best kind of water filtration system to buy.

Connecticut residents for 25 years, Leslie and Scott Grella
maved to Taos in 2004 and bought a local fixer-upper. Discov-
ering that some materials weren't locally available, the Grella's
researched the wholesale building supply market and recog-
nized a local need for a store such as L&G Interiors. They have
been expanding their product line ever since.





